Devotions 1 Is That All There Is? Time vs. Eternity
I Corinthians 15:16-20, 50-58

1% For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. '8 Then those also who have fallen asleep in
Christ are lost. '* If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
01 declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable. >! Listen, 1 tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will
all be changed-- >Zin a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. >3 For the perishable must
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. >* When the perishable has been
clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will
come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."
55 "Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?"
°® The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. >’ But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
¥ Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

15:16 £LL. EE DN LADZLHENDES, FURMEIANALEMNT=TLLS,
17ZL T ELFVRMIEKADZ LN 21=DEE  HIET=HT=DEMIEDELL HEA=IEE5BEHE.
BHoDOFEOHIZWNWEDTY,
18 Z51=o1=6, FYRMZIHHTR-=F=-BIL. WATLEL-DTT,
1980, FAFB A DHICH O THFIRMIBLELIH/EZELTNSIETEL, Az, TXTOADH
T—BR=RNGETT,
20 LHOL., S 0FYRME, Bo-FEDOMNFBELTREOF M LA ZLENFELT,
5008 -b&, BMETDIEEZE>THEFT, MADIHSEIZHOEEHEHGETEELA HHDILDIE,
WELENLDEEIETEEEA,
S51EEEEIL, FAEHETI=DICRBEZETFTELLD AABIEXAEHRO>TLESIDTIFLEL AHEZRD
n5mNTY
52880 DTvNEELIZ, FzbFEE, —BEDIBIZTT , v/ \DIBL L, BFIEMBLEVLDIZEANZY.
MI=BIEEZLNDEDTT,
53t 51D, BT HELVNEDEBLZITNIEELT . EHED (X, BT AEEFLZITNILESEMND
TY,
54LML. 51D MEENEDEE . EBLDAREEEFEDIEE, [RILEHRIICOENT=, 1ELESN
TWB, #TEIENERERLET,
55 BBk, BEADBRIIEZIZHDIDM, ok BEADEFIXEZIZHDIDH, |
56 SEDEITFIFFETHY. EDNIEEIETT,
57U L. MIZREBIT RETT, #lE. AABDEATR-FYRMIELH T, ABICHFIZEE X TS
FLT=,
58 TETMD. ADBTHRBEL, BLAIH>T, NS dI LK WOEEDHEITHAEIL, HiE
=X BR-bDFHEMN, EICHOTLETHENIEZHH>TVADTT M,

1. Why is the Resurrection important?

2. What happens to believer’'s bodies after they die?

3. What is “the sting of death?” What does that mean?
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. How does Jesus give us the victory?
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Devotions 2 Is That All There Is?

Relationships: Fleeting, or Permanent?

I Thessalonians 4:11-18

#11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your
hands, just as we told you, 2 50 that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you
will not be dependent on anybody.

'3 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest
of men, who have no hope.  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God
will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we
tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. 18 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. '” After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. '® Therefore
encourage each other with these words.
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What kind of life are Christians to lead? Is that your image of Christians?
In verse 13, what does “fall asleep” really mean?

Why do people grieve at the death of a loved one?

The Bible teaches there is life after death. What is it like according to this?
What does this mean concerning your relationship to loved ones?
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Devotions 3 Is That All There Is? Fate vs. Guidance
Romans 8:18-25

518 T consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed in us. ” The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to
be revealed. *° For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *' that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the
children of God.

*> We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. > Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. ** For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is
no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  But if we hope for what we do
not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
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1. Why is there suffering in the world?

2. Do you think this is fair?

3. What is God’s solution to the problem?
4. What are believers waiting for?



DIALOG 1 Time vs. Eternity - What is the nature of time?

Chuck: Time rules over us without mercy, not caring if we’re healthy or ill, punchy or drunk,
Russian, American, or beings from Mars. It is like a fire- it can either destroy us, or it can
keep us warm. That is why every FedEXx office has a clock; because we live or die by the
clock. We never turn our back on it, and we never, ever allow ourselves the sin of loosing
track of time. Locally, it is 1:56. That means we have 3 hours and 4 minutes before the end
of the day’s package sort. That's how long we have, that's how much TIME we have before
this pulsating, accursed, relentless taskmaster tries to put us out of business.

(opens package Russian boy, Nicolai hands him)......

What could it be? It is a clock. Which | started at absloute 0, and it is now at 87 hours, 22
minutes, and 17 seconds. From Memphis, America to Nicolai in Russia, 87 hours. Eighty-
seven hours is a shameful outrage. This is just an egg timer. What if it had been something
else? Like your paycheck? Boysen berries? Or adoption papers? Eighty-seven hours is an
eternity. The cosmos was created in less time. Wars have been fought, and nations have
been toppled in less than 87 hours. Fortunes have been made and squandered....

(looks puzzled and turns to translator)

What? What are you saying about me?

Translator: | tell them, what do they expect? This man, when his truck broke down, he stole
a boy’s bicycle to do his delivery.

Chuck: Borrowed! | borrowed a kid’s bike, and | got my packages delivered, and that's what
you people are going to have to start doing. You are going to have to start doing whatever it
takes, because in 3 hours and 2 minutes, now, every one of these packages has to be on
the big truck and on it's way to the airport.

Discussion Questions:

1. Do you think of time as a cycle, or as a line?
2. Are you prompt (always on time) or easy-going (always late)?
3. What is your favorite way of spending time?
4. What is your biggest time-waster?
5. Do you believe in reincarnation? Note the Biblical view: Hebrews 9:27 says “man is
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,” What do you think?
6. Warning! This question is for brave people only!
Average life expectancies:
Male Female
Japan 79 85
Canada 80 83
Britain 79 81
USA 78 81

According to this, | (John Elliot) am due to die in 2033.
“Time rules over us.” Have you ever thought about this?



DIALOG 2 Relationships - Fleeting, or Permanent?

In the original script, the author explains why Chuck talks to ‘Wilson’, and to himself:

“Chuck is in the stage of malnutrition, vitamin deprivation, salt insufficiency, and exposure
where the personality splits and becomes external. Like all castaways, he has
conversations with the two sides of himself.”

Chuck has found a piece of sheet metal to use as a sail. As he prepares to make a raft, he
has a “conversation” with the volleyball, “Wilson”.

Chuck: Do you have to keep bringing that up?Can’t you just forget it?

Wilson:.....

Huh? You were right, you were right, it was a good thing we did a test, because it wasn’t
going to be a quick little snap. | would have landed on the rocks and broken my leg or my
back or my neck and bled to death. But it was the only option | had at the time, okay?

It's been- what?- over a year, so let’s just forget it.

Wilson:.....

Chuck: So, what is your point?

Wilson:.....

Chuck: Well, we might just make it. Did that thought ever cross your brain?

Wilson:.....

Chuck: Well, regardless, | would rather take my chance out there on the ocean than to stay
here and die on this island, spending the rest of my life talking to a volleyball!

Discussion Questions:

1. What was the loneliest time of your life?

2. What was Chuck planning to do?

3. Why did he decide not to?

4. Do you think Chuck’s new plan is any better?



DIALOG 3 Fate vs. Guidance

- Is there some unseen influence behind the events of our lives?

Chuck talks to Stan about what he has learned:

We both did the math. Kelly added it up. She had to let me go.

| added it up. | knew that I'd lost her. That | was never going to get off that island. | was
going to die there. | mean, | was going to get sick or injured or something. The only choice |
had, the only thing | could control, was when and how and where that was going to happen.
So, | made a rope, and | went up to the summit to hang myself. | had to test it, you know. Of
course- you know me. And the weight of the log snapped the limb of the tree. So, | couldn’t
even kill myself the way | wanted to. | had power over nothing.

That’s when this feeling came over me, like a warm blanket. | knew, somehow, that | had to
stay alive. | had to keep breathing, even though there was no reason to hope; and all my
logic said that | would never see this place again. So, that's what | did. | stayed alive. | kept
breathing. And, one day that logic was proven all wrong, because the tide came up and
gave me a sail.

And now, here | am. In Memphis, talking to you. | have ice in my glass. And I've lost her all
over again. I'm so sad that | don’t have Kelly. But I'm so grateful that she was with me on
that island. And | know what | have to do now. | have to keep breathing. Because, tomorrow
the sun will rise. Who knows what the tide could bring?

Discussion Questions:

What does the expression “we both did the math” mean, in other words?
What was the shocking thing that Chuck learned on the island?

Do you think it is possible to live without any hope at all?

Chuck had 2 terrible disappointments. What were they?

What did he learn on the island that keeps him going?
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DRILLS - Metaphor

A metaphor is another kind of comparison. It is actually a condensed simile, for it omits "as"
or "like." A metaphor establishes a relationship at once; it leaves more to the imagination. It
is a shortcut to the meaning; it sets two unlike things side by side and makes us see the
likeness between them. The word is from the Greek, "carrying over".

Chuck uses a metaphor when he is explaining to FedEx workers in Russia (a country not
famed for it's efficiency) the importance of keeping to the scheduled time. Can you find the
metaphor?

Here are some more metaphors. Most of them are quoted from well know literary works:
"My love is like a red, red rose"

“The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas.”

"My heart is a lonely hunter that hunts on a lonely hill."

"Memory is a crazy woman that hoards colored rags and throws away food."
“All the world's a stage, And all the men and women merely players.

Mixed metaphor
Sometimes people mix up images, and create a confused image:

“l don't want to say they lost sight of the big picture, but they have marched to a different
drummer, Whether or not it will upset the apple cart, | don't know.”

“Milking the temp workers for all they were worth, the manager barked orders at them.”
“Unless we tighten our belts, we'll sink like a stone.”

Brutus’ speech from ‘Julius Caesar’ uses ocean tides as a metaphor for opportunity.
Can you re-write this speech in simple English?

There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.

On such a full sea are we now afloat;

And we must take the current when it serves,
Or lose our ventures.

How does this relate to Chuck’s experience on the island?



DRILLS - Oxymoron

The word oxymoron is from the Greek for “sharp foolishness”. This is contradictory., and
that is what an oxymoron is- two words that are put together, even though their meanings

are opposite.

Some oxymorons are very common; so much so that people don’t even realize they are
contradictory. Chuck uses one when he is talking to “Wilson” about his plans to commit

suicide. Can you find it?

Here are some more oxymorons. Check them out! They are “Seriously funny”!

Absolute possibility
Act natururally

Active retirement
Acute apathy
Aggressive diplomacy
A little big
Asronomically small
Authentic reproduction
Calculated spontaneity
Clearly ambiguous
Completely unfinished
Confirmed rumor
Consistently inconsistent
Conspicuous absence
Deafening silence
Definite maybe

Exact estimate

Fairly explicit

Genuine imitation
Hasten slowly
Hopelessly optimistic
Il health

Increasing losses
Instant classic

Intense apathy

Jumbo shrimp

Known secret

Low priority
Mandatory contribution
Militant pacifist

And, my favorite- “Anarchist community”

Positively wrong
Precise estimate
Preliminary conclusion
Pretty ugly

Random pattern
Required elective
Routine emergency
Safe bet

Standard deviation
Standard option
Unbiased opinion
Virtual reality
Well-preserved ruins
Wilderness management

Moderately radical
More perfect
Needless requirement
Numb feeling
Objective opinion
Origional reprint
Parallel connection
Partially completed
Permanent substitute

"We started off trying to set up a small anarchist community,
but people wouldn't obey the rules” Alan Bennett

1. How many of these do you know?

2. Pick 3 you don’t understand. Look the words up, and try to see why they are an

oxymoron.

3. Try to use 3 of these in sentences.



DRILLS Simile

Look carefully! This word is not “smile” A simile is a figure of speech in which two
fundamentally unlike things are compared, usually in a phrase introduced by "like" or "as.

When Chuck is explaining his experinces on the island to Stan, he uses a simile. Can you
find it?

Here are some other similes:

He eats like a pig. Fresh as a daisy,

Tough as leather, Comfortable as an old shoe
Gay as a lark, Happy as the day is long,
Pretty as a picture As fast as greased lightning.
She swins like a fish. He's as hairy as a gorilla.
He laughs like a hyena. It's as easy as ABC.

And, my favorite, learned from my brother-in-law:

“Sweating like a hen drawing rails”.
Sorry- that’s a real country simile. It is the picture of a chicken trying to pull a 4-meter long
piece of wood for building a fence. That is a job for a horse, not a chicken!

Check out the 3 dialogs. Look for similes, metaphors and an oxymoron (I think there is only
one oxymoron).

Can you come up with a simile of your own? Maybe there is one in Japanese that you can
translate. How about a metaphor? Oxymorons are a bit harder. Can you think of one?

Here’s another challenge: Look at Dialog 2.
Wilson isn’t saying anything we can hear. What is he saying to Chuck?
Can you “fill in the blanks”?



LATIN AND GREEK WORD ELEMENTS

English is a living language, and it is growing all the time. One way that new words come
into the language is when words are borrowed from other languages. New words are also
created when words or word elements, such as roots, prefixes, and suffixes, are combined
in new ways.

Many English words and word elements can be traced back to Latin and Greek. Often you
can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word if you know the meaning.

A word root is a part of a word. It contains the core meaning of the word, but it cannot stand
alone. A prefix is also a word part that cannot stand alone. It is placed at the beginning of a
word to change its meaning. A suffix is a word part that is placed at the end of a word to
change its meaning. Often you can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word if you know
the meaning of its parts; that is, the root and any prefixes or suffixes that are attached to it.

Latin Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

Latin was the language spoken by the ancient Romans. As the Romans conquered most of
Europe, the Latin language spread throughout the region. Over time, the Latin spoken in
different areas developed into separate languages, including ltalian, French, Spanish, and
Portuguese. These languages are considered “sisters,” as they all descended from Latin,
their “mother” language.

In 1066 England was conquered by William, duke of Normandy, which is in northern France.
For several hundred years after the Norman invasion, French was the language of court

and polite society in England. It was during this period that many French words were
borrowed into English. Linguists estimate that some 60% of our common everyday
vocabulary today comes from French. Thus many Latin words came into English indirectly
through French.

Many Latin words came into English directly, though, too. Monks from Rome brought
religious vocabulary as well as Christianity to England beginning in the 6th century. From
the Middle Ages onward many scientific, scholarly, and legal terms were borrowed from
Latin.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, dictionary writers and grammarians generally felt that
English was an imperfect language whereas Latin was perfect. In order to improve the
language, they deliberately made up a lot of English words from Latin words. For example,
fraternity, from Latin fraternitas, was thought to be better than the native English word
brotherhood.

Many English words and word parts can be traced back to Latin and Greek.
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